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Diplomats background 
shielded by government 


HE ONLY 


By Philip Bennett 
Globe Staff 

In the lobby of the Visitors Cen- 
ter at the Lexington Battle Green 
la a diorama 

PROPILB built in 1966 de- 

IN TUB NBWt plctlng In min- 

— lature the his- 

toric skirmish between British 
troops and local militiamen in 
1775. A plaque beneath the model 
bears the name of its designer. 
William P. Buckley. 

Since his abduction outside a 
Beirut apartment building 18 
months ago. William Buckley has 
been portrayed as the quiet Ameri- 
can, a bachelor whose profession' 
al background In the Army and 
the Foreign Service has been 
largely shielded by the US govern- 
ment. . i 

Yesterday, friends In the Bos- 
ton area remembered Buckley as a 
serious, reserved and plain-spok- 
en man who was guided by patrio- 
tism into a career In the govern- 
ment. 

"He was a hell of a guy, a very 
much patriotic man.” said Frank 
Langone of Winchester, who 

worked with Buckley at the Lex- 
ington Public Library In the early 
1960s and corresponded with him 
until recently. "He never beat 
around the bush about anything. 
Everything with him was always 
yes or no.” 

Buckley, 57, was born In Med- 
ford and raised In Stoneham. At; 
Stoneham High School he was 
vice president of his senior class, a. 
member of the glee club and the 
school newspaper and a standout 
on the hockey team. 

After graduating from Boston 
University with a degree in Inter- 
national relations in 1955, he 
worked as assistant director at 
both the Concord Free Library 
and the Lexington Public Library. 

In 1966. Buckley Joined the 
Army as a civilian employee. State 
Department officials declined to 
comment on Buckley's duties In 
the Army, saying only thal he 
served In Vietnam and Washing- 
ton and left the service with the 
rank of captain. 

Officials said Buckley Joined 
the Foreign Service in 1983 and In 


July of that year received his first 

foreign posting, as first 

of the political section at the US 

Embassy in Lebanon. 

On the morning of March lb. 
1984. Buckley was leaving his 
West Beirut apartment building 
for the embassy when his Honda 
was stopped by three armed men 
The men forced Buckley into a 
waiting car and sped off. Al- 
though responsibility for the kid- 
napping was not initially claimed 
bv any group. Buckley's name lat- 
er appeared in a list of Western 
hostages published by the Islamic 
Jihad, an underground terrorist 
group. 

At the time of the kidnapping. 

embassy officials described Buck 
ley s duties as typical of a poUtlc® 
officer "He was in contact with 

polttwa *m»t. u. th» 

society to ascertain what was 
happening and to report it. add 
Robert Pugh, then deputy chief of 
the US'mlssion in Beirut. 

Of six Americans kidnapped 
and believed held in Beirut. Buck- 
ley has been in captivity the long- 
est. 

Friends said Buckley has two 

sisters living in the J 3 ?? 10 " 
who have requested that their 
names not be released. However, a 
State Department official. Michael 

Austrian, said yesterday, "He has 
no close family that we've heard 
from so far." 

Town officials in Stoneham 
said they planned to distribute 
yellow ribbons to local residents 
and businesses tomorrow In Buck- 
ley’s name. 

“We’re doing It in support, 
hopefully not In memorium," said 
the town clerk, Annamae Arsen- 
ault. 
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